
Dear MCS Family, 

This morning we held a special called MCS Board of Education meeting dedicated to our 
reopening plan. As I told our MCS BOE and those in attendance on the virtual board meeting, 
our priority is simple: provide every MCSstudent with a quality education in the safest of 
learning environments. 

To that end, MCS will offer two learning options to our K-12 students this fall: in-person 
learning and virtual learning. We understand the return to school is a deeply personal 
decision for each family; we also acknowledge that different students have different 
academic needs. Our hope is to personalize the approach, allowing families to choose the 
option that works best for their child, their child’s learning needs, and their family’s 
situation. By doing such, we want you and your student to have the greatest degree of 
safety and peace of mind. 

For students who will attend school for in-person learning – no further action is needed; we 
look forward to seeing you August 4. 

For K-12 students who wish to enroll in full-time virtual learning, which will include regularly 
scheduled “face-to-face” live, virtual instruction – please complete the enrollment form by 
the designated date (Grades	K-8	Virtual	Learning	Form – deadline July 8; Grades	9-12	Virtual	
Learning	Form – deadline July 10). These respective deadlines will allow schools to create 
virtual classes and train virtual teachers prior to the first day of school. 

As a fellow MCS parent, I understand and empathize with the magnitude of this decision. To 
help you better understand your options, I invite you to review the detailed guidelines 
developed for each level: 

• Emily	Lembeck	Early	Learning	Center	–	Student	Safety	Protocols 
• Grades	K-5	–	Student	Learning	Options	and	Safety	Protocols 
• Grades	6-8	–	Student	Learning	Options	and	Safety	Protocols 
• Grades	9-12	–	Student	Learning	Options	and	Safety	Protocols 

Our school and district leaders are here to assist you with any additional questions or 
needs. Please refer to the respective document and contact the appropriate staff member 
(based on the specific nature of your question or need). Additionally, it is worth noting that 
each of the above protocols will be revised based on ongoing feedback with state and 
federal health agencies and collaboration among metro-Atlanta superintendents. As 
revisions are made, updated information will be sent to all MCS families and staff. 

Your feedback and collaboration are critically important in this process. We will be hosting 
“virtual town halls” for each MCS school between July 8 – July 23, during which time your 
principal and I will answer your questions and hear your suggested improvements to 
protocols. Additional details regarding the dates and times of these meetings will be sent in 
a follow-up email. 



In Marietta City Schools, we pride ourselves on being “special, different, and better.” As we 
navigate both the uncertainties of COVID-19 and the necessity for a quality education, our 
promise to you is unwavering: we will not be satisfied with patching together your child’s 
education in a manner that is “just good enough”; rather, we commit to the standard of 
excellence that has defined MCS and the city of Marietta since 1892. Further, we have 
always prioritized the safety and well-being of our students and staff – our approach this 
fall will be no different. 

Thank you for partnering with us to do just that. 

For the children, 
Grant  

   

Grant Rivera, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

 


